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to School! 
 

Kindergarten 

Room 17 

Riverview STEM Academy 

 

Ashley Pantoja 

(916) 294-2435 ext. 648217 

apantoja@fcusd.org 
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Check out Miss Pantoja’s Kindergarten 

Website for more information about 

Riverview STEM Academy and our Kinder 

students! 
 

 

http://www.fcusd.org/Page/13888 

OR 

Scan this QR Code to get there as well:   
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August 14, 2019 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

What a joy it is to be in kindergarten!  Kindergarten is a special time of 

school like no other.  Although kindergarten is more academic than in years past, 

five and six year olds are still the same in their hearts, how their brains work, and 

the way they learn as they always have been.  Because of that, they will still have 

the opportunity to learn in hands-on, creative ways that will involve all their 

senses and different learning styles.  I look forward to providing an exciting 

environment in which your child can learn and grow.  I invite you to support and 

participate in your child’s education. 

My main goal as your child’s kindergarten teacher is to help your child see 

him or herself as an important individual and a valuable citizen of the community.  

I want your child to see and learn that education is a worthwhile and IMPORTANT 

endeavor so that he or she will become a life-long lover of learning.  Coming to 

school can and should be a wonderfully rich adventure!  This is a place to develop 

inclinations to read, write, and solve problems.  We have a tremendous amount to 

learn this year and we’re eager to begin our learning.  Here are just a few quick 

suggestions to make that learning a little bit easier: 

1) Please label EVERYTHING with your child’s name (clothing, backpack, 

lunchbox, water bottle, etc).  This helps to prevent mix-ups and tears when 

something gets misplaced.  Also, no toys are allowed at school, so please 

don’t allow your child to bring them (except during their Star Student week). 

2) A kindergartner can easily lose lunch or milk money.  Please put the money 

in a zip-lock bag or envelope labeled with your child’s name.  Prepaying with 

cash/check at the front office or online is also a great idea!   

3) Homework will start going home on August 26th (Monday).  Backpacks are 

very useful for getting homework and Friday folders home and back to 

school neatly.  Homework is due each Friday.  Please go through your 

child’s backpack nightly, and be sure to check and return the blue Friday 

Folder on Monday or Tuesday. 

4) Students should arrive at school no earlier than 8:00 head straight to the 

cafeteria until they are dismissed to their classrooms at 8:20.   

This is going to be a terrific year and we are already off to a great start!  

Please email/call/text me or the school if you have any questions!   

Sincerely, 

Ashley Pantoja 
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Room 17 Daily Schedule                         
                      

 Our Daily Schedule Will Include: 
Early Rocket Reading – small group differentiated reading instruction 

Opening – attendance, flag, calendar, weather, oral language, phonics, 

songs  

Snack and Recess 

Reader’s Workshop - whole class and small group reading instruction: 

letters, sounds, phonemic awareness, fluency, reading comprehension, 

literature (fiction and nonfiction), poetry 

Writer’s Workshop – genres include informative, narrative, and opinion  

Math – daily Common Core aligned lessons targeting the five math 

domains 

Lunch and Recess 

Story Time – daily stories related to theme 

STEM – Project Lead the Way, Amplify, AIMS, Bee Bots, and exploring 

earth, life, and physical sciences 

Social Studies – themes include citizenship, community, and our place 

in the world 

Active Learning – child-initiated discovery activities which promote 

exploration and social interaction at learning centers; art, math, 

reading, writing, science, technology, imaginative play, building, etc.  

Early Rocket Pack Up & Dismissal    

Late Rocket Reading - small group differentiated reading instruction 

Late Rocket Pack Up & Dismissal           

PE = Wednesdays with Mr. Beltran & Fridays with Ms. Brown 

Library = Tuesdays with Mx. Kim 

Tech Time in class = Mondays 
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 Classroom Expectations & Management Plan 
In order to provide your child and all the other students in my 

classroom the safe and enriching learning environment they deserve, I 

use the following management plan: 

Philosophy 

I firmly believe that all students can and must behave appropriately at 

in the classroom and out on the playground.   High expectations, a 

comfortable and safe environment, and positive reinforcement work 

wonders!  I pride myself on helping children to learn how to “do school” 

efficiently, with joy, and with an excitement that makes them want to 

be here.   

The School-Wide Three “B”s  

We will continue to use our SCHOOL-WIDE behavior system that has 

worked extremely well and shown great success!  Students at all grade 

levels learn the meaning of the 3 “B”s (Be Responsible, Be Respectful, 

Be Safe).  If a student is caught doing one or more of the 3 “B”s, 

he/she is given a    Right-On Rocket ticket.  Teachers, Mrs. Powell, Yard 

Duty Supervisors (Mr. Ken, Ms. Jenn, Ms. Amanda, Ms. Lynn), Custodial 

Staff (Mr. Goodman & Mr. Landfair), Office Staff (Mrs. McCarthy, 

Mrs. Beaver, Mrs. Streck), the Nurses (Mrs. Yee & Mrs. Streck), and 

other Riverview employees can give out a Right-On Rocket ticket at any 

time.  Right-On Rockets are drawn from each class on Fridays and win 

awards or prizes from Mrs. Powell. 
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Right-On Rockets in Our Classroom 

Students are rewarded daily with Right-On Rockets for great behavior 

in our classroom!  When students exhibit one or more of our school 

rules (Responsible, Respectful, Safe), they receive a Right-On Rocket 

ticket.  Lots of Right-On Rockets are handed out throughout the day 

when students are caught being on task, raising hands to ask or answer 

questions, helping others, lining up quickly and quietly, keeping voices at 

an inside level, cleaning up without being reminded, keeping desks 

orderly, etc.  We do a weekly prize box drawing from all the earned 

Right-On Rockets in our classroom. 

In addition to the school-wide 3 “B”s system, we also follow these 

specific rules in class: 

Class Rules 

1. Listen when a teacher or another student is talking. 

2. Follow directions the FIRST TIME given. 

3. Keep your hands and bodies to yourself. 

4. Work quietly and do not disturb others who are working. 

5. Show respect for school and personal property. 

6. Work and play in a safe manner. 

7. Be kind and respectful of others.   

Bottom Line:  Treat others how you would like to be treated. 

These rules are reviewed and discussed OFTEN.  I use Right-On 

Rockets, Team Points, and whole class incentives as behavior 

management systems in my classroom.  These systems reward those 

who make responsible choices, and remind those who don’t that they 

need to get back on track.   

Students will receive a verbal warning to redirect behavior, followed by 

a time out (to reflect upon their choice).  If the behavior remains 

unchanged, then students will fill out a “We Talked About a Rule Today” 

sheet with my help.  Please review and discuss the event with your child, 

sign the sheet, and have them return it to me the following morning.   
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Communication 
I’m available for questions or concerns about your child’s education, 

happiness and well-being at Riverview.  Email or Remind app texts are usually 

the quickest way to get a response.  I will do my best to respond within 24 

hours if not sooner.  Please call, text, or email me without reservation!    

Absences 
If your child is absent, please call the school office and let them know the 

reason.  It also helps if you send me an email regarding your child’s absence.  

***Please notify the office and me in advance if you are going to be out of 

town for 5 or more school days.  We can arrange for an Independent Study, 

and the district will get the A.D.A. funding for the missed days.*** 

Dress 
Please label all coats, jackets, sweaters, hats, etc. with your child’s name.  

Remember, we paint and glue and play actively.  All shoes and sandals should 

be worn with socks.  Sandals need to be secured around the ankle.  Please 

send your kiddos in shoes that they can run, play, and be safe at school in.  

Every Friday is school spirit day, and your child may wear their Rocket Gear 

(sold by the PTA) or our school colors, blue and silver (gray). 

Physical Education 
Our PE days are Wednesday and Friday.  Please send your child to school 

dressed in appropriate clothes and shoes on those days so that he/she can 

actively participate in PE.  Water bottles are helpful to have as well. 

Backpacks 
Backpacks are very useful for small children to transport their things to and 

from school.  Please make sure that your child’s backpack is large enough to 

hold 9”x12” folders and other papers and work that will come home.  For 

safety and storage reasons, backpacks with wheels are not preferred.  

Please go through & empty (or have your child empty) their backpack each day.  

 Important Kindergarten Info 
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Homework: W.H.A.L.E. Folder (Silver Folder) 
Homework will be sent home weekly in the silver W.H.A.L.E. folder.  It is 

sent home on Monday and due back on Friday.  It will consist of 15 minutes 

of nightly reading (recorded on the Making Meaning Log) and one math 

practice page per night (M-Th).  The Making Meaning Log is a record to 

support reading comprehension skills.  Any given homework will reinforce 

work we are doing in class.  iReady is another tool for extra practice at home 

and will be available soon.  Reading sources may come from the home and the 

library (either ours here in the classroom or your local library).  Let me know 

if you need some help selecting reading material for your home, or if you’d 

like to borrow some of my books!  Homework should be checked for 

correctness and legibility.  The foundation for GOOD HOMEWORK HABITS 

begins this year, so please make this part of Kindergarten a priority, so that 

your child understands the importance of homework early on. 

School-Home Communication: Friday Folders (Blue Folder) 
These come home each Friday and are VERY important.  We try to send all 

school flyers and communication from the office in the Friday Folder.  Please 

make sure you review all the material in the folder each Friday, keep what 

needs to stay home, and then send it back to school on Monday or Tuesday.   

Daily Snacks 
We’re hungry Kindergartners in here!   Please send a HEALTHY snack for 

your child to eat during the morning snack time (fruits or vegetables, sliced 

apples and oranges, cheese and crackers, trail mix, etc.).  Please do not send 

any candy or gum to school with your child.  I will have a snack basket and 

pens outside the door at the beginning of the day.  Please write your child’s 

name on his or her snack and have them put it in the basket when they 

arrive.  This helps us get to eat our food and get out to recess quickly so we 

get the maximum amount of play time.  This is a longer day than they are 

used to, so tummies start to rumble pretty early.  Also, remind your child to 

eat ONLY A SNACK at this recess.  Some students want to eat their entire 

lunch and then have nothing left for lunchtime.  We can always use back up 

snacks (store-bought, nut-free) if you’d like to send some for the class to share! 
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Water Bottles 
If your child would like to bring a water bottle from home, please make sure 

that it does not leak, EVEN WHEN TURNED ON ITS SIDE (no glass bottles 

please, even if there’s a sleeve around them).  Be sure to label it consistently 

with your child’s name.  Your child will place their water bottle on the 

counter first thing when they walk into our classroom and unpack. 

Lunches – https://www.ezschoolpay.com/Login.aspx 
Students will take lunches out of their backpacks each morning and place 

them on top of the backpack inside their cubby.  If your child is buying 

lunch, please send the money (exact change if possible!) in a zip-lock or an 

envelope with your child's name and lunch choice written on it – LUNCH A 

OR B.  Sometimes children forget what they're buying!  You can pay in 

advance for a week, two weeks, etc. of lunch, just send in or drop a check 

off at the office for your child or pay online (lunch menu available online).  

Please let your child know they do not need money then, that they have 

“credit” in the cafeteria.  Sometimes children get confused and upset if 

they do not have the actual money in hand to buy their lunch.  ANYTIME you 

send money into the classroom for any reason, please be sure it is in a zip-

lock or an envelope with your child’s name written on it.  Milk (plain or 

chocolate) is $0.50 and lunch with milk is $2.50  
**It is very helpful if you can send your child with a lunch from home for the first couple weeks 

of school to help them adjust and have time to eat.** 

Birthday Treats and Celebrations 
Store-bought and nut-free birthday treats such as mini cupcakes, cookies, 

rice krispie treats, granola bars, fruit snacks, donut holes etc. are welcomed 

and will be passed out by the birthday boy or girl during the lunch period.  

Kindergartners also love non-edible treats such as stickers, erasers, pencils, 

bouncy balls, goodie bags, etc.  Please plan to have 24 individual birthday 

treats here by lunch time so that the students have time to sing Happy 

Birthday before passing them out and eating lunch.  If your child’s birthday 

falls on a summer day that we were not/are not here to celebrate, we will 

celebrate on their half birthday (their birthdate plus six more months). 

**Please do not send party invitations to school for your child to pass out, 

as feelings get VERY hurt when a child figures out he or she is not invited.** 
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Star Student of the Week 
We have a new Star Student each week (alphabetically by last name, will be 

listed on the homework calendar).  On Friday, the student will take home our 

Star Student bag with an “All About Me” poster to be filled out over the 

weekend and returned on Monday.  This poster will be displayed in our 

classroom Monday-Friday of your child’s week.  Your child may also bring 

one thing to school each day to share with the class (please nothing 

fragile).  Our Star Student will be our weekly helper with many jobs and 

responsibilities that our kiddos look forward to, like being the teacher’s 

helper, the line leader, and leading our opening time. 

Also in the bag you will find our class mascot, Rocket Dog, and his journal.  

Please write in his journal about his visit with your child and their 

experiences together.  This can be a story dictated and illustrated by your 

child and handwritten by you, or, if your child feels comfortable writing, we 

love to see and read your child’s own work.   

***Please be sure to return Rocket Dog and his journal on Thursday for us 

to read aloud and so that we can send him home with the next Star Student 

that weekend.***    

Thanks for your help with this! 

Field Trips! 
We are planning some fun field trips and experiences this year!  We will visit 

Fog Willow Farms, see a play, walk to the river, and more.  If you are 

interested in being a chaperone on one of the trips, please fill out that 

portion on the red volunteer form found at the end of this packet and return 

it to me.   

***Please note that all chaperones must be TB tested & fingerprinted 

(with results turned into the front office and district approved) PRIOR 

to the field trip day.*** 

Due to district policy, NO siblings are allowed on field trips.  

Also, please refrain from posting any pictures with students’ faces 

showing on social media (other than your own, of course).  Thank you! 
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Volunteers 

We WELCOME volunteers to come in and help!  Let us know what times 

you are available on the red page and how you would like to be involved, 

and we will try our best to make it work!  Please plan to make other 

arrangements for any siblings if you are working here at school.  Each 

time you come to volunteer, please sign in at the Office, and grab your 

volunteer badge to wear the entire time you are on campus.  Remember 

to return your badge and sign out before you leave.   

There are various times throughout the week Monday-Friday that we 

will need help with reading & math groups, reading aloud, help with 

centers, helping with tech, etc. once our schedule is set.  We also 

currently need specific help listed below: 

Monday: To put together Homework Folders & load into mailboxes by 1 pm 

Friday: To put together Friday Folders & load into mailboxes by 1 pm 

Daily:  To read stories and help in class (times TBD) 

At Home: -  Collating and stapling math workbooks (email me about pick up) 

- Cutting laminated pages for our classroom 

- Separating and stapling Scholastic book orders once a month 

- Prep for art activities                         

- Making play-dough for our centers and Active Learning  

Donation for Enrichment 
In order for our students to be exposed to such enriching field trips 

and experiences, we are asking for a voluntary donation to help our 

class pay for entry admission and transportation.  We estimate that a 

$60 donation by Sept. 1st will greatly help us chip away at the costs to 

attend these amazing places.   

Cash or checks made out to Riverview STEM Academy (“Room 17 Trips” 

in the subject line) will be gratefully accepted.  Any donation at any 

time is GREATLY appreciated by our Room 17 Kinders!   

Thank you in advance!   
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Report Cards 
Students in Folsom Cordova Unified are formally evaluated three times 

per year.  Mandatory conferences will be held in November (end of first 

trimester) and optional, teacher-initiated conferences are held in the 

spring.  The following criteria are used on the report card: 

1. Teacher observation  

2. Written tests (all subject areas) 

3. Student writing and other assignments 

4. Reading and Math benchmark exams 

5. Oral reading passage progress (fluency, accuracy, comprehension) 

6. Sight word recognition    

7. Reading strategies 

8. Individual and group participation 

9. Performance, attitude, citizenship and effort 

10.Neatness, accuracy and completion of in-class work and homework. 

Kindergarten Curriculum 

Reading  
 Early/Late Reading (Foundational skills, phonemic awareness, 

systematic phonics, fluency, comprehension, guided spelling)  

 Benchmark Advance literacy (Literature and Informational text) 

 Reader’s Workshop  

 Decodable Readers 

 Upper and lowercase alphabet letter recognition and sound 

 High Frequency Words 

Language Arts 
(Listening, Speaking, and Language Standards) 

 Benchmark Advance ELA/ELD Program 

 Daily 5 (teaching independence) 

 iReady, Lexia Core 5, & ABCmouse 
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Writing 
 Handwriting - We practice handwriting using Ball and Stick 

Printing.  A copy to use as a reference is available on my website 

under Useful Resources and in today’s handouts.  In kindergarten, 

we spend much time on developing hand strength and coordination, 

pencil grip, and proper letter formation as we introduce 

handwriting.  Please help your child to hold the pencil correctly at 

home and to pay attention to the neatness of his or her work.  We 

are trying to develop students who take pride in their handwriting.  

We appreciate your helping us to reinforce this at home.  Please 

encourage your child to use PENCIL ONLY when completing 

homework writing, so that it can be erased and rewritten if 

needed. 

 Handwriting Without Tears 

 Writer’s Workshop - 3 Text Types 

 Narrative 

 Informative/Explanatory 

 Opinion 

 Journal writing (prompts) 

Math 
 enVision Math  

 16 Topics 

  www.pearsonrealize.com  

 Common Core State Standards 

 Mathematical Practices Handbook 

 What does math homework look like? 

 Reteach/Practice page 

 Enrichment 

 Resources on the website  

 Enrichment pages 

 iReady & ABCmouse 

 

http://www.pearsonrealize.com/
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STEM - integrates Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
 PLTW (Project Lead The Way) 

 4 modules: http://www.pltw.org/our-programs/launch 

 Structure & Function: Exploring Design 

 Pushes & Pulls 

 Animals & Algorithms 

 Structure & Function: Human Body 

 AIMS 

 Engineering is Elementary 

 CODE.org 

 Bee Bots 

Science 
 Amplify 

 Needs of Plants & Animals 

 Sunlight & Weather (Seasons) 

 Pushes & Pulls (Forces & Motion) 

Social Studies 
 Learning About Myself 

 Learning & Working Together 

 Work Now & Long Ago 

 Geography of the Neighborhood 

 National & State Symbols 

 Reaching Out to Times Past 

P.E., Library, and Tech Time 
 P.E. – wear athletic shoes and socks! 

 Wednesdays with Mr. Beltran 

 Fridays with Ms. Brown 

 Library – Tuesdays with Mx. Kim 

 Tech Time in class - Mondays 

http://www.pltw.org/our-programs/launch
http://www.pltw.org/our-programs/launch
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Art, Music, Movement 
 Art, music, and movement are incorporated daily into our lessons 

and routines.  Singing, dancing, following kinesthetic directions, and 

creating arts and crafts play a huge role in our kindergarten day! 

Active Learning 
Active Learning is an important part of our core curriculum.  In our 

classroom you will find centers focused on various areas, including math, 

writing, reading, art and creativity, technology, science, dramatic play, 

puzzles, ABCs, building, and play dough.   

You may also see students at Active Learning working with other 

students or working/playing alone.  This time offers children a valuable 

opportunity to practice the skills they have just learned at a teacher-

directed center.   

Students have opportunities for problem-solving, cooperating with 

others, practicing social skills, or working on fine motor skills.  Active 

Learning also provides valuable opportunities for me to make 

observations, perform assessments, or work with individuals or small 

groups.  

 

I’m Here for You!  
I’m available for questions or concerns about your child’s 

education, happiness and well-being at Riverview.  Email or 

Remind app texts are usually the quickest way to get a 

response.  I will do my best to respond within 24 hours if not 

sooner.  Please call or email me without reservation!   Thanks 

for attending today!  I am so excited for our school year 

together! 
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Parents Are Teachers, Too! 

Here are 10 tips for enriching and reinforcing your child’s 

learning: 

1. Talk to your children everyday about school and other 

current events. 

2. Read with your children, or encourage them to read for fun 

and discuss what they’ve read. 

3. Monitor television viewing and talk about the programs that 

are being watched. 

4. Be affectionate with children and express interest in their 

school progress and development. 

5. Supervise homework, making sure that children have a place 

to work and that assignments are completed. 

6. Encourage plenty of exercise and good nutrition. 

7. Encourage children to write or journal. 

8. Provide learning experiences outside of school at parks, 

museums, libraries, zoos, and historical sites. 

9. Play games that offer good learning experiences. 

10. Communicate an attitude that education is important, and 

encourage children to do well in school. 
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VOLUNTEER FORM – ROOM 17 

*Already TB Tested?  Yes  No 

*Already Fingerprinted?  Yes  No 

Please fill out the form below and return soon if you’d like to volunteer this year!  We will 

not start consistent volunteer time in our classroom until mid-September.  All volunteers 

must be TB tested and fingerprinted through the district, with verification turned into the 

front office and district approved PRIOR to your first visit.  TB tests are good for 4 

years, so if you volunteered last year, you do not need to be tested again.  If you need a 

volunteer packet, please pick it up in the office today. 

Volunteer’s Name:   

Student’s Name: 

Email: 

 

 I’d like to volunteer to work with students in class around the following 

day/time: 

  Circle One:  Weekly  Once in a while  When I can 

 Day: _______________________             Time: ______________________ 

 I’d rather help out in the office or classroom with copying/collating/cutting 

out, etc. 

  Circle One:  Weekly  Once in a while  When I can 

 Day: _______________________             Time: ______________________ 

 I’d rather help you with stuff I can do for you at home. 

  Circle One:  Weekly  Once in a while  When I can 

 I am interested in being a chaperone on Kindergarten field trips (once cleared). 

  Circle One:  Yes   No 

 I am interested in being a ROOM PARENT this year (2 or more can share 

this job! Responsibilities include weekly volunteering, classroom communication, 

celebration organization, etc.) 

  Circle One:  Yes   No 


